Cloud and Water Vapor

Equivalent emission temperature
Precipitable water content of the
a tmosphere

Cryosphere

Sea Ice Extent, Albedo, and Thickness

Snow Cover Extent and Albedo

Mass Balance of Polar Ice Sheets

Oceans

Global Mean Sea Level

Sea Temperature

Satellites

Development and routine use of
satellite techniques

Radar (SAR) systems on polar-orbiting

satellites
Present satellite/ground coverage is

probably adequate
Radar and laser altimetry from

satellites

Satellite imagers

Satellite soundings

Satellite SAR

Radar/laser altimetry

Expansion of present tide gauge network   Tide gauges

(Atlantic, Indian, and Antarctic Ocean)
Improved satellite sensing of surface     Satellite sensors

temperatures
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